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The conceptual model of the defense thought of the Supreme Commander of the
General Forces regarding the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps

Hossein Mahdian!

Abstract

This research was conducted in order to compile and present a conceptual model of
the Supreme Leader's defense thinking regarding the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps. The current research is applied research in terms of usefulness and purpose,
qualitative approach based on interpretative paradigm, and exploratory in terms of
nature and type of study. The body of this research is all the statements and letters of
the Supreme Commander of the General Forces. The research method of this
research for extracting concepts and presenting the model is the foundational data
method. By using this method and in line with the objectives of the research, the
statements and letters of the Supreme Commander of the Supreme Armed Forces
can be systematically analyzed to extract the defense insight of the Supreme
Commander. It has been studied by extracting, conceptualizing, categorizing and
then modeling.

In this regard, at first, the data extraction and open coding of 1015 propositions in the
form of 114 concepts have been extracted. In the second stage (axial

coding), 11 main categories and 37 sub-categories were categorized. In the third stage
(selective coding), the extracted pattern and model have been interpreted and explained. At
this stage, based on the results of the previous two coding stages, the model has been
produced, and It has been drawn and presented based on the model of the Strauss-Corbin
theory, the systematic model of His thought regarding the IRGC in order to develop doctrine
and defense-security strategies in order to face the threats ahead on the Islamic revolution.
Key words: supreme command, defense thought, conceptual model, Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps
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